
Women, the Law, and the Battle to Save
America
In her new book, Women, the Law, and the Battle to Save America, legal
scholar and activist Jill Lepore tells the story of how women lawyers have
fought for equality and justice in the United States. Lepore traces the
history of women in the legal profession from the early days of the
Republic, when women were barred from practicing law, to the present day,
when women make up nearly half of all law students and lawyers.

Lepore's book is a powerful and timely account of the struggles and
triumphs of women lawyers. She tells the stories of trailblazing women like
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Sandra Day O'Connor, Sonia Sotomayor, and Elena
Kagan, who have broken down barriers and fought for the rights of all
Americans. Lepore also examines the challenges that women lawyers still
face today, including discrimination, harassment, and pay disparities.

Women, the Law, and the Battle to Save America is a must-read for anyone
interested in the history of women's rights, the legal profession, or the
future of America. Lepore's book is a powerful reminder of the importance
of fighting for equality and justice for all.

The Early Days of Women in the Law

The first woman to practice law in the United States was Myra Bradwell,
who was admitted to the Illinois bar in 1869. However, Bradwell's victory
was short-lived. In 1873, the Supreme Court ruled in Bradwell v. Illinois that
states could bar women from practicing law. This ruling set back the cause
of women's rights for decades.



Despite the Supreme Court's ruling, a few women continued to study law
and practice in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. These women often
faced discrimination and harassment, but they refused to give up. In 1920,
the 19th Amendment was passed, giving women the right to vote. This
victory gave women renewed hope that they could achieve equality in other
areas of life, including the legal profession.

The Rise of Women Lawyers

In the years after World War II, the number of women attending law school
began to increase. By the 1970s, women made up nearly half of all law
students. This increase in the number of women lawyers led to a number of
changes in the legal profession. Women lawyers began to take on more
leadership roles and to specialize in a wider range of areas of law.

One of the most important changes brought about by the rise of women
lawyers was the development of new laws and policies to protect women's
rights. In the 1960s and 1970s, Congress passed a number of laws that
prohibited discrimination against women in employment, education, and
credit. These laws helped to level the playing field for women and made it
possible for them to achieve greater success in the legal profession.

The Challenges Facing Women Lawyers Today

Despite the progress that has been made, women lawyers still face a
number of challenges today. These challenges include:

Discrimination: Women lawyers are still more likely to face
discrimination than their male counterparts. This discrimination can
take a variety of forms, including being passed over for promotions,



being paid less than men for the same work, and being subjected to
harassment.

Harassment: Women lawyers are also more likely to be harassed
than their male counterparts. This harassment can range from verbal
abuse to sexual assault. Harassment creates a hostile work
environment that can make it difficult for women lawyers to succeed.

Pay disparities: Women lawyers still earn less than men for the same
work. This pay gap is a result of a number of factors, including
discrimination, bias, and the fact that women are more likely to work in
lower-paying areas of law.

The Future of Women in the Law

Despite the challenges that they face, women lawyers are making progress
in the legal profession. Women are increasingly taking on leadership roles
and specializing in a wider range of areas of law. They are also working to
create a more inclusive and equitable workplace for all.

The future of women in the law is bright. Women are making great strides
in the legal profession and are poised to make even greater contributions in
the years to come.

Women, the Law, and the Battle to Save America is a powerful and timely
book that examines the role of women lawyers in the fight for equality and
justice. Lepore's book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of
women's rights, the legal profession, or the future of America.

Buy the book on Our Book Library



Buy the book on Penguin Random House

Buy the book on Barnes & Noble
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