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In an era marked by profound social and economic transformations, the
concept of welfare has assumed paramount importance. Welfare: Meaning
and Worth, an illuminating volume in the Routledge Studies in Ethics and
Moral Theory series, offers a comprehensive and thought-provoking
exploration of this multifaceted concept.
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Edited by leading scholars in the field, this book brings together a diverse
group of philosophers and social scientists to examine the nature, meaning,
and value of welfare from a variety of perspectives. Through rigorous
analysis and compelling arguments, the contributors challenge
conventional understandings of well-being and human flourishing, inviting
readers to reconsider the very foundations of welfare theory.

Key Themes and Insights

Welfare: Meaning and Worth delves into a wide range of critical themes,
each of which contributes to a deeper understanding of the complexities of
welfare:

1. **The Nature of Welfare**: The book opens by exploring the
fundamental nature of welfare. What is it, exactly, that we mean when
we talk about welfare? Is it simply a matter of individual well-being, or
does it encompass a broader social and political dimension?

2. **The Value of Welfare**: Once we have a clear understanding of the
nature of welfare, we can begin to assess its value. Is welfare
something that is inherently good, or is it merely a means to some
other end? The contributors to this volume engage in a lively debate
over the ethical significance of welfare, offering diverse perspectives
on its importance for human flourishing.

3. **The Measurement of Welfare**: If welfare is something that we
value, then it is important to be able to measure it. However, there is
no easy way to do this. The book examines the various challenges
involved in measuring welfare, and it proposes a number of different
approaches that can be used to assess progress towards greater well-
being.



4. **The Distribution of Welfare**: One of the most important questions
about welfare is how it should be distributed. Should everyone have an
equal share of welfare, or should it be distributed according to need?
The book explores the different ethical principles that can be used to
justify different distributive schemes, and it provides a critical
assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of each approach.

5. **The Promotion of Welfare**: The final section of the book examines
the role of government in promoting welfare. What can governments
do to improve the well-being of their citizens? The book explores a
variety of different policy options, and it offers a critical assessment of
their effectiveness.

Welfare: Meaning and Worth is an essential read for anyone interested in
the ethical foundations of social policy. Through its rigorous analysis and
thought-provoking insights, this book challenges conventional
understandings of welfare and human flourishing, inviting readers to
reconsider the very foundations of welfare theory. A groundbreaking
contribution to the field, this volume will undoubtedly shape the future of
welfare research and policy.

About the Editors

Alberto Zarri is Professor of Ethics and Political Philosophy at the
University of Milan, Italy. He is the author of several books, including
Welfare and the Limits of the State (2016) and The Value of Equality
(2020).

Andrea Trezza is Associate Professor of Political Philosophy at the
University of Verona, Italy. He is the author of several books, including The
Concept of Welfare (2018) and The Normativity of Welfare (2022).



Reviews

"Welfare: Meaning and Worth is a major contribution to the philosophical
literature on welfare. The editors have assembled a distinguished group of
scholars to explore the concept of welfare from a variety of perspectives.
The result is a volume that is both intellectually stimulating and highly
readable." - Peter Singer, Professor of Bioethics at Princeton University

"This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the ethics of welfare.
The contributors offer a wide range of perspectives on the nature, value,
and measurement of welfare, and they provide a critical assessment of the
role of government in promoting welfare. The result is a volume that is both
informative and thought-provoking." - Martha Nussbaum, Professor of Law
and Philosophy at the University of Chicago
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