Unveiling the Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions
of Power

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church),commonly
referred to as the Mormon Church, has captivated the world with its unique
doctrines, global presence, and intricate hierarchy. In his groundbreaking
book, "The Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions of Power," renowned researcher
and author Dr. John Smith delves into the depths of this enigmatic
organization, shedding light on its power structure and its far-reaching
influence.

The Origins of the Hierarchy

Joseph Smith, the founder of the LDS Church, established a hierarchical
structure to govern the rapidly growing faith. Smith, as the prophet and
seer, held supreme authority, and his position was passed down to his
successors through a line of apostles. This apostolic succession has been
a cornerstone of the Mormon Church's governance throughout its history.
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The hierarchy has evolved over time, with additional councils and boards
being established to assist the apostles in administering the church's
affairs. These include the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, the First
Presidency, and the Seventy. The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles is
considered the highest decision-making body after the First Presidency,
while the First Presidency consists of the President of the Church, his two
counselors, and often a patriarch. The Seventy are a group of ordained
missionaries who provide support to the apostles and serve in various
capacities throughout the church.

The Power of the Priesthood

At the core of the Mormon hierarchy lies the concept of the priesthood. The
priesthood is a divine authority granted to worthy male members of the
church to act in God's name. There are two main priesthoods within the
LDS Church: the Aaronic Priesthood and the Melchizedek Priesthood. The
Aaronic Priesthood is held by young men aged 12 to 18 and authorizes
them to perform ordinances such as baptism and passing the sacrament.
The Melchizedek Priesthood is held by adult men and includes all of the
authority of the Aaronic Priesthood, as well as the ability to confer the Holy
Ghost, administer blessings, and hold other leadership positions.

Extension of Influence Beyond Church Walls

While the Mormon hierarchy primarily governs the affairs of the church, its
influence extends far beyond its religious domain. The LDS Church has

significant economic, political, and social influence in Utah and other areas
with large Mormon populations. The church owns vast real estate holdings,
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including commercial and residential properties, as well as businesses in
various industries. It also maintains a strong political voice, with its
members often holding prominent positions in government and public
service.

Beyond its direct influence, the Mormon Church has cultivated a positive
public image. Its members are known for their strong work ethic, their
emphasis on family and community, and their commitment to education.
This positive reputation has helped the church gain respect and influence in
the wider society.

Internal Mechanisms of Control

Despite its complex hierarchy, the Mormon Church maintains a high degree
of internal control. One of the key mechanisms for this control is the Law of
Common Consent, which requires that decisions are made by unanimous
consent. This process ensures that all members of a decision-making body
support a decision before it is implemented.

Another form of control is the use of disciplinary procedures. Members who
deviate from church teachings or policies may face disciplinary action,
including excommunication, which involves being removed from the church.
This serves as a deterrent against dissent and ensures conformity within
the church membership.

Criticism and Controversies

The Mormon hierarchy has not been without its critics and controversies.
Some have questioned the concentration of power in the hands of a small
group of leaders, while others have raised concerns about the church's
involvement in politics and its treatment of women and LGBTQ individuals.



Despite these criticisms, the Mormon Church remains a powerful and
influential organization. Its hierarchical structure has allowed it to maintain
its unity and coherence over a long period of time. The church's emphasis
on family, community, and service has also contributed to its enduring
appeal.

In "The Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions of Power," Dr. John Smith provides
a comprehensive and thought-provoking look at the Mormon Church's
intricate power structure. He traces the origins of the hierarchy, examines
the role of the priesthood, and explores the church's influence beyond its
religious domain. While the book acknowledges the strengths of the
Mormon hierarchy, it also raises important questions about accountability,
transparency, and the balance of power within the organization.

"The Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions of Power" is an essential read for
anyone interested in the inner workings of one of the world's most
influential religious organizations. By shedding light on the church's power
structure, Dr. Smith empowers readers to make informed judgments about
the role of religion in society, the limits of authority, and the importance of
accountability and transparency in any institution.
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