
Special Agent Melvin Purvis: John Dillinger,
Hoover, and the FBI in the Age of Crime
In the annals of American crime, the name Melvin Purvis looms large. As a
special agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI),Purvis played a
pivotal role in the pursuit and capture of some of the most notorious
criminals of the 20th century, including John Dillinger, "Baby Face" Nelson,
and "Pretty Boy" Floyd. His exploits helped to cement the FBI's reputation
as an elite law enforcement agency and established Purvis as a legend in
the fight against organized crime.

The Early Years

Melvin Horace Purvis was born on October 24, 1893, in Timmonsville,
South Carolina. After graduating from the University of South Carolina in
1915, he worked as a newspaper reporter for the Atlanta Journal and the
Louisville Courier-Journal. In 1922, Purvis joined the FBI, then known as
the Bureau of Investigation (BOI),and quickly rose through the ranks.
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The Public Enemy Era

By the early 1930s, the United States was in the grip of a crime wave. The
Prohibition era had spawned a thriving underworld of bootleggers,
gangsters, and bank robbers. One of the most notorious criminals of this
era was John Dillinger, a charismatic bank robber who escaped from prison
twice and became a folk hero to many Americans.

Purvis was assigned to lead the hunt for Dillinger and his gang. After a
series of near misses, Purvis finally tracked Dillinger down to the Biograph
Theater in Chicago. On July 22, 1934, Purvis and his agents ambushed
Dillinger as he left the theater. Dillinger was shot and killed, and Purvis
became a national hero.

The FBI and J. Edgar Hoover

The Dillinger case made Purvis a household name and helped to transform
the FBI into a respected and feared law enforcement agency. However,
Purvis's relationship with FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover was often strained.
Hoover was a publicity-hungry and ambitious man who was determined to
maintain control over the FBI's image.

Purvis's independence and outspokenness often clashed with Hoover's
desire for absolute control. In 1935, Purvis was removed from the FBI's
crime-fighting division and reassigned to a less glamorous desk job.

The Later Years
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After leaving the FBI, Purvis continued to work in law enforcement and
security. He served as the chief of police in Cincinnati, Ohio, and as the
director of security for the Chrysler Corporation. In 1960, Purvis published
his memoirs, The FBI Story, which became a best-seller.

Melvin Purvis died of a heart attack on February 29, 1960, at the age of 66.
He is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.

Legacy

Melvin Purvis is remembered as one of the most effective and courageous
law enforcement officers in American history. His pursuit and capture of
John Dillinger and other notorious criminals helped to restore law and Free
Download to a nation that was plagued by crime.

Purvis's legacy is also tarnished by his involvement in the "Kansas City
Massacre" of 1933, in which four innocent men were killed by FBI agents.
Purvis's role in this incident has been the subject of much debate and
controversy.

Despite this blemish on his record, Purvis remains a towering figure in the
history of American law enforcement. His exploits continue to inspire and
fascinate generations of crime fighters and historians alike.

Melvin Purvis was a complex and contradictory figure. He was a brilliant
and dedicated law enforcement officer who helped to bring down some of
the most notorious criminals of his era. However, he was also a flawed
human being who made some questionable decisions.



Despite his flaws, Purvis's legacy as a courageous and effective crime
fighter is secure. He helped to make the FBI a respected and feared law
enforcement agency, and his exploits continue to inspire and fascinate
generations of Americans.
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