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In the sprawling urban tapestry of Los Angeles, street art has emerged as a
vibrant and evocative expression of the city's cultural identity. Among the
countless artists who have graced the city's walls with their creations, David
Gonzales stands as a pioneering figure in Chicano art, whose
groundbreaking work has left an indelible mark on the urban landscape.

Now, a major retrospective exhibition at the Cheech Marin Center for
Chicano Art & Culture of the Riverside Art Museum celebrates the life and
work of this influential artist. Homies: David Gonzales Retrospective offers
a comprehensive overview of Gonzales' career, showcasing his iconic
murals, paintings, sculptures, and prints. The exhibition traces the evolution
of Gonzales' distinctive style, from its humble beginnings in the graffiti-
laden streets of East Los Angeles to its eventual recognition as a legitimate
art form.

Born in 1959, Gonzales grew up in the predominantly Chicano
neighborhood of Boyle Heights. As a young man, he found solace in art,
using it as a means of expressing his experiences and perspectives as a
member of a marginalized community. Inspired by the vibrant street art
scene that surrounded him, Gonzales began experimenting with graffiti and
murals, developing a unique style that combined elements of Chicano
aesthetics with a raw, urban sensibility.

In the 1980s, Gonzales' work became increasingly political, reflecting the
social and economic struggles faced by the Chicano community. His murals
often depicted scenes of everyday life in East Los Angeles, capturing the
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struggles, triumphs, and resilience of his people. Gonzales' work also
celebrated the rich cultural heritage of Chicanos, drawing inspiration from
traditional Mexican art and iconography.

One of Gonzales' most famous works is the Homies mural, which was
painted in 1990 on a wall in the Pico-Union neighborhood of Los Angeles.
The mural features the word "Homies" emblazoned in bold, graffiti-style
letters, accompanied by images of young Chicano men and women. The
mural became an iconic symbol of the Chicano experience, expressing the
sense of community and shared identity that united the residents of East
Los Angeles.

In addition to his murals, Gonzales also created a significant body of
paintings, sculptures, and prints. His paintings explored themes of identity,
family, and social justice, often featuring portraits of everyday people and
scenes from the Chicano community. His sculptures were often inspired by
pre-Columbian art, incorporating traditional Mexican motifs and materials.
Gonzales' prints were often produced in collaboration with other artists, and
they helped to spread his message of social awareness and empowerment
to a wider audience.

Throughout his career, Gonzales remained committed to using his art to
give voice to the marginalized and to inspire social change. His work has
been exhibited in prestigious museums and galleries around the world, and
he has received numerous awards and accolades for his contributions to
Chicano art. Homies: David Gonzales Retrospective is a testament to the
enduring legacy of this groundbreaking artist and the transformative power
of street art in shaping the cultural landscape of Los Angeles.
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