Napoleon's Mounted Chasseurs: Elite
Cavalrymen of the Imperial Guard

The Mounted Chasseurs of the Imperial Guard were among the most elite
and feared cavalry units in Napoleon's army. They were hand-picked from
the best horsemen in France and trained to fight in a variety of roles, from
scouting and raiding to shock attacks and pursuit. Their distinctive uniforms
and bold tactics made them a formidable force on the battlefield.

Origins and Organization

The Mounted Chasseurs were created in 1800 as part of Napoleon's effort
to reorganize and modernize the French army. They were initially formed
from two existing regiments of light cavalry, the 1st and 2nd Chasseurs a
Cheval. These regiments had distinguished themselves in the campaigns
of the French Revolutionary Wars and were known for their speed, agility,
and skill in skirmishing.
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Under Napoleon's leadership, the Mounted Chasseurs were expanded and
reorganized into a brigade of four regiments. Each regiment consisted of
four squadrons, each with a strength of about 150 men. The brigade was
commanded by General Louis-Michel Letort de Lorville, a veteran cavalry
officer who had served with distinction under Napoleon in ltaly and Egypt.

Uniforms and Equipment

The Mounted Chasseurs were easily recognizable by their distinctive
uniforms. They wore dark green jackets with red facings and white metal
buttons. Their trousers were also dark green, with a red stripe down the
side. They wore black bicorne hats with a white plume and a brass eagle
plate. Their weapons included a saber, a carbine, and a pair of pistols.

The Chasseurs' horses were also carefully selected. They were typically
larger and stronger than the horses used by other cavalry units, and they
were trained to be fast and maneuverable. The Chasseurs were also
equipped with a variety of specialized equipment, including saddles,
bridles, and stirrups that were designed to improve their mobility and
comfort in combat.

Training and Tactics

The Mounted Chasseurs received extensive training in a variety of cavalry
tactics. They were trained to fight in open Free Download, which allowed
them to maximize their speed and firepower. They were also trained to
charge in close Free Download, which was a devastating tactic against
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enemy infantry. In addition, the Chasseurs were trained in skirmishing,
raiding, and reconnaissance.

The Chasseurs were known for their aggressive and daring tactics. They
were often used to launch surprise attacks on enemy positions, and they
were also used to pursue and harass retreating enemy forces. The
Chasseurs were also skilled at reconnaissance, and they were often used
to gather intelligence on enemy movements.

Combat History

The Mounted Chasseurs fought in all of Napoleon's major campaigns, from
the early wars of the French Revolution to the final defeat at Waterloo.
They distinguished themselves in a number of battles, including the Battle
of Austerlitz, the Battle of Borodino, and the Battle of Waterloo.

At the Battle of Austerlitz, the Mounted Chasseurs played a key role in the
French victory. They were used to screen the French army's movements
and to harass the Austrian cavalry. They also played a role in the final
charge that broke the Austrian lines.

At the Battle of Borodino, the Mounted Chasseurs were used to attack the
Russian infantry. They charged repeatedly into the Russian lines, inflicting
heavy casualties. However, the Russians eventually managed to repel the
Chasseurs' attacks.

At the Battle of Waterloo, the Mounted Chasseurs were used to attack the
British infantry. They charged repeatedly into the British lines, but they were
unable to break through. The Chasseurs suffered heavy losses in the
battle, and they were eventually forced to retreat.



Legacy

The Mounted Chasseurs of the Imperial Guard were one of the most elite
and feared cavalry units in history. They fought with distinction in all of
Napoleon's major campaigns, and they played a key role in many of his
victories. The Chasseurs' legacy continues to inspire cavalry units around
the world.

Men at Arms 444

Men at Arms 444 is an in-depth study of the Mounted Chasseurs of the
Imperial Guard. The book covers the unit's history, organization, uniforms,
equipment, training, tactics, and combat history. It is illustrated with
numerous photographs, maps, and diagrams.

Men at Arms 444 is a must-have for anyone interested in the history of the
Napoleonic Wars or in the history of cavalry warfare.
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