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In her groundbreaking book, "How Rich Democracies Repel Asylum
Seekers: Exposing the Hidden Forces That Drive Anti-Refugee Policy,"
renowned author and researcher Dr. Anya Podkolzina delves into the
complex world of asylum and refugee policy in wealthy democratic nations.
Through meticulous research and poignant storytelling, Podkolzina
uncovers the systemic barriers, discriminatory practices, and political
rhetoric that create a hostile environment for those seeking refuge.
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Podkolzina begins by examining the historical evolution of asylum policies,
tracing their roots in humanitarian principles to their increasing
securitization in recent decades. She argues that this shift has been driven
by a combination of factors, including rising xenophobia, economic anxiety,
and political opportunism. As a result, asylum seekers are often seen as a
threat to national security and economic well-being, rather than as
individuals fleeing persecution and violence.

Podkolzina's research reveals the many ways in which rich democracies
make it difficult for asylum seekers to find safety and rebuild their lives.
These include restrictive visa policies, lengthy and complex asylum
application processes, and the detention of asylum seekers in inhumane
conditions. She also documents the widespread discrimination faced by
asylum seekers in housing, employment, and education. This
discrimination is often driven by negative stereotypes and prejudice, which
further marginalize and exclude asylum seekers.

Political rhetoric plays a significant role in shaping public attitudes towards
asylum seekers. Podkolzina analyzes how politicians and the media often
use fear-mongering and dehumanizing language to portray asylum seekers
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as a threat to national security and economic well-being. This rhetoric
creates a climate of hostility and suspicion, making it difficult for asylum
seekers to find acceptance and support.

Podkolzina's book is not just an indictment of the current state of asylum
policy in rich democracies. It is also a call to action. She argues that we
must challenge the hidden forces that drive anti-refugee policy and create a
more just and humane system. This requires a fundamental shift in how we
think about asylum seekers and refugees, recognizing them as individuals
with rights and dignity, rather than as a threat to our societies.

Podkolzina's book is a must-read for anyone interested in the complex
world of asylum and refugee policy. It is a timely and important work that
challenges us to rethink our collective response to forced displacement and
the fundamental values of our societies.
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Praise for "How Rich Democracies Repel Asylum Seekers"

"A groundbreaking work that exposes the hidden forces driving anti-refugee
policy in wealthy democracies. Podkolzina's meticulous research and
powerful storytelling reveal the systemic barriers and discrimination faced
by asylum seekers, and challenge us to create a more just and humane
system."

—Dr. Erika Feller, former UN High Commissioner for Refugees

"A timely and important book that sheds light on the complex world of
asylum policy. Podkolzina's analysis of the historical evolution of asylum,
the challenges faced by asylum seekers, and the role of political rhetoric is
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand this critical issue."

—Dr. David Miliband, former Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom

"A powerful and moving indictment of the anti-refugee policies that have
become commonplace in rich democracies. Podkolzina's book is a must-
read for anyone who cares about human rights and social justice."

—Dr. Noam Chomsky, author and activist
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States naval base at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Hawaii. The attack
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