
Great Composers of the Great American
Songbook
The Great American Songbook is a collection of popular songs written by
American composers, most of whom wrote during the first half of the 20th
century. These songs are considered to be among the most important and
influential in American music history.

This article explores the lives and careers of some of the most famous
composers of the Great American Songbook. These men and women were
responsible for creating some of the most beloved and well-known songs in
the world. Their music continues to be performed and enjoyed by people of
all ages.
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George Gershwin (1898-1937) was one of the most celebrated composers
of the Great American Songbook. He wrote some of the most popular and
enduring songs in American music, including "Rhapsody in Blue,"
"Summertime," and "I Got Rhythm." Gershwin's music was influenced by a
wide range of musical genres, including jazz, classical music, and popular
music.

Gershwin was born in Brooklyn, New York, to Russian Jewish parents. He
began playing the piano at an early age and showed a natural talent for
music. After graduating from high school, Gershwin moved to New York
City, where he began working as a songwriter.

In 1924, Gershwin wrote "Rhapsody in Blue," which became an instant hit.
The piece was a fusion of jazz and classical music and helped to establish
Gershwin as a major composer. Gershwin went on to write a number of
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other popular songs, including "Summertime," "I Got Rhythm," and "The
Man I Love."

Gershwin died of a brain tumor in 1937 at the age of 38. He left behind a
legacy of music that continues to be performed and enjoyed by people of
all ages.

Cole Porter
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Cole Porter

Cole Porter (1891-1964) was another prolific composer of the Great
American Songbook. He wrote over 800 songs, including "Night and Day,"
"Begin the Beguine," and "I've Got You Under My Skin." Porter's songs are
known for their witty and sophisticated lyrics, which often explored themes
of love, loss, and high society.

Porter was born in Peru, Indiana, to a wealthy family. He began playing the
piano at an early age and showed a talent for music. After graduating from
Yale University, Porter moved to New York City, where he began writing
songs for Broadway musicals.

In 1928, Porter wrote "Night and Day," which became one of his most
popular songs. He went on to write a number of other hit songs, including
"Begin the Beguine," "I've Got You Under My Skin," and "Anything Goes."

Porter died of a heart attack in 1964. He left behind a legacy of music that
continues to be performed and enjoyed by people of all ages.

Irving Berlin



Irving Berlin (1888-1989) was one of the most prolific and successful
songwriters in American history. He wrote over 1,500 songs, including "God
Bless America," "White Christmas," and "Alexander's Ragtime Band."
Berlin's songs are known for their catchy melodies and patriotic themes.

Berlin was born in Russia and immigrated to the United States with his
family when he was a child. He began singing and playing the piano at an
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early age. After dropping out of school, Berlin began working as a singing
waiter in New York City.

In 1911, Berlin wrote his first hit song, "Alexander's Ragtime Band." He
went on to write a number of other popular songs, including "God Bless
America," "White Christmas," and "There's No Business Like Show
Business."

Berlin died of a heart attack in 1989 at the age of 101. He left behind a
legacy of music that continues to be performed and enjoyed by people of
all ages.
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Jerome Kern (1885-1945) was a composer known for his hauntingly
beautiful melodies. He wrote over 600 songs, including "Smoke Gets in
Your Eyes," "The Way You Look Tonight," and "All the Things You Are."
Kern's songs are known for their sophistication and elegance.

Kern was born in New York City to a German Jewish family. He began
playing the piano at an early age and showed a talent for music. After
graduating from high school, Kern moved to London, where he began
working as a songwriter.

In 1914, Kern wrote his first hit song, "They Didn't Believe Me." He went on
to write a number of other popular songs, including "Smoke Gets in Your
Eyes," "The Way You Look Tonight," and "All the Things You Are."

Kern died of a heart attack in 1945 at the age of 60. He left behind a legacy
of music that continues to be performed and enjoyed by people of all ages.

Richard Rodgers



Richard Rodgers (1902-1979) was one half of the legendary songwriting
duo Rodgers and Hart. He wrote over 900 songs, including "My Funny
Valentine," "The Lady Is a Tramp," and "Some Enchanted Evening."
Rodgers' songs are known for their memorable melodies and witty lyrics.

Rodgers was born in New York City to a wealthy family. He began playing
the piano at an early age and showed a talent for music. After graduating
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from Columbia University, Rodgers moved to New York City, where he
began writing songs for Broadway musicals.

In 1925, Rodgers met lyricist Lorenz Hart and the two began collaborating
on songs. They went on to write a number of hit musicals, including "The
Garrick Gaieties," "Pal Joey," and "Oklahoma!"

Rodgers and Hart dissolved their partnership in 1943. Rodgers went on to
write a number of other successful musicals, including "South Pacific," "The
King and I," and "The Sound of Music."

Rodgers died of a heart attack in 1979 at the age of 77. He left behind a
legacy of music that continues to be performed and enjoyed by people of
all ages.

The Great American Songbook is a collection of timeless classics that have
been enjoyed by generations of Americans. The composers of these songs
were some of the most talented and influential musicians in American
history. Their music continues to be performed and enjoyed by people of all
ages.

In this article, we have explored the lives and careers of five of the most
famous composers of the Great American Songbook: George Gershwin,
Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, and Richard Rodgers. These men
were responsible for creating some of the most beloved and well-known
songs in the world. Their music has had a profound impact on American
culture and continues to be a source of joy and inspiration for people of all
ages.
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