Buster Keaton: The Dawn of Cinema and the
Invention of the Twentieth Century

Buster Keaton was one of the most influential figures in the history of
cinema. His unique brand of physical comedy and deadpan expression
made him a global star, and his films continue to be enjoyed by audiences
of all ages. This book explores Keaton's life and career, from his early days
as a vaudeville performer to his rise to stardom in Hollywood. It also
examines the impact of his work on the development of cinema, and his
lasting legacy as one of the greatest comedians of all time.
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Early Life and Career

Buster Keaton was born Joseph Frank Keaton in Piqua, Kansas, on
October 4, 1895. His parents, Joe and Myra Keaton, were both vaudeville
performers, and Buster began performing with them at the age of three. He
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quickly became a skilled acrobat and comedian, and by the age of 10 he
was headlining his own vaudeville act.

In 1917, Keaton was discovered by the flmmaker Roscoe "Fatty" Arbuckle,
who cast him in a series of short films. Keaton quickly became a star, and
in 1920 he signed a contract with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM). Over the
next decade, Keaton made some of the most iconic silent films of all time,
including "The General" (1926),"Steamboat Bill, Jr." (1928),and "The
Cameraman" (1928).

Keaton's Unique Style of Comedy

Buster Keaton's comedy was unique in its physicality and its deadpan
expression. He was a master of slapstick, and his stunts were often
elaborate and dangerous. However, Keaton never let the physical comedy
overshadow the emotional core of his films. His characters were often
sympathetic and vulnerable, and his films often explored themes of love,
loss, and redemption.

Keaton's deadpan expression was another key element of his comedy. He
rarely smiled or showed any emotion, even when he was performing the
most outrageous stunts. This gave his films a surreal and otherworldly
quality, and it helped to create a sense of suspense and anticipation.

The Impact of Keaton's Work on Cinema

Buster Keaton's work had a profound impact on the development of
cinema. He was one of the first filmmakers to use stunts and physical
comedy in a sophisticated way, and his films helped to establish the
slapstick genre. Keaton also pioneered the use of editing and camera
techniques to create a sense of rhythm and pacing in his films.



Keaton's work was also influential in the development of sound cinema. In
1927, he made his first talkie, "The Cameraman." Although the film was not
a critical or commercial success, it helped to pave the way for the transition
to sound cinema.

Keaton's Later Career and Legacy

In the late 1920s, Keaton's career began to decline. He made a few more
films in the early 1930s, but his star had faded. In 1933, he signed a
contract with Educational Pictures, where he made a series of low-budget
comedies. These films were not as successful as his earlier work, but they
helped to keep Keaton's name in the public eye.

In the 1940s and 1950s, Keaton made a number of guest appearances in
films and television shows. He also toured with a vaudeville act. In 1959, he
received an honorary Academy Award for his contributions to cinema.

Buster Keaton died in 1966 at the age of 70. He is remembered as one of
the greatest comedians of all time. His films continue to be enjoyed by
audiences of all ages, and his influence can be seen in the work of
countless filmmakers.

Buster Keaton was a true pioneer of cinema. His unique brand of physical
comedy and deadpan expression made him a global star, and his films
continue to be enjoyed by audiences of all ages. This book has explored
Keaton's life and career, from his early days as a vaudeville performer to
his rise to stardom in Hollywood. It has also examined the impact of his
work on the development of cinema, and his lasting legacy as one of the
greatest comedians of all time.
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History

On December 7, 1941, Japan launched a surprise attack on the United
States naval base at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Hawaii. The attack
resulted in...
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